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was at the mercy of lier rebellious subjects, the burghers of Ghent, who had already extorted from her the " Great Privilege/': refused with the other chief cities to pay taxes, and, in spite of her tears and entreaties, had actually put to death two of her most trusted counsellors. Deprived of her friends, beset by danger on every side, for Louis XI was pressing her to marry his son Charles, a boy of five, she managed, although closely watched and kept in a kind of imprisonment, to send a touching letter of appeal to the Archduke Maximilian.
"Most dear and friendly lord and brother, from my heart I greet you. . . . You must not doubt that I will agree to the treaty made between us by my lord and father, now in glory, and will be a true wife to you . . . for I may not doubt you. The bearer knows how I am hemmed in, though I cannot open my mind to him . . . may God grant us our hearts' desire. I pray you not to linger, as your coming will bring help and comfort to my lands * . . but if you come not, my lands can look for no aid . . . and I may be driven to do that which I would not, by force against my will, if you forsake me."
It is difficult to understand the long delay before the princely lover was able to obey this urgent summons. Perhaps the fullest explanation is given by Maximilian himself in those quaint chronicles, the " Weisskiinig" and " Teuerdank/' the prose epics of his life, which he dictated in later years to his secretary. It is most interesting to notice how
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